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In Syria, the situation of the Ottomans was not a very happy
one. The amir of Saida (Sidon) hated them, and, assisted
by the Maronite Christians of Lebanon, he would become
a serious menace. The Muslim Fakhr-al-Dln and the
Christian natives would furnish the Syrian contingent with
arms, artillery and provisions, and would aid and comfort
the invaders.1 The time appeared to Father Giovanni ripe
for universal action by all good Catholics against the infidel
usurper of the Holy Land; but the Reverend Father who
lived in the East forgot that the day for universal action
had gone and that the nations of Europe, now torn asunder
between Catholic and Protestant camps, had long lost their
enthusiasm for holy war. The crusade was a thing of the
past.
1 lorga, op. cit., 185-9.